
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO, | CONFIRMATION NO~ 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/042,030 



01/08/2002 



05/26/2004 



35525 7590 

DUKE W. YEE 

CARSTENS, YEE & CAHOON, L.L.P. 
P.O. BOX 802334 
DALLAS, TX 75380 



Michael Wayne Brown 



AUS920010686US1 



4218 



EXAMINER 



PHAM, HUNG Q 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2172 

DATE MAILED: 05/26/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



s 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



• 


Application^^ 


Applicant(s) 


f^i 1 


Office Action Summary 


1 0/042 0^0 


BROWN ET AL. 




Examiner 


Art Unit 






HUNG Q PHAM 


2172 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 January 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 03/27/2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 



1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/27/2002 was 
filed before the mailing date of the first Office action. The submission is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 



2. New corrected drawings are required in this application as specified in the 
attached form PTO-948. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent 
patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no 
longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Drawings 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Admission in view of Internet Explorer, version 5, released 
1998. 

Regarding to claims 1,14 and 25, as in the background, a conventional method, 
apparatus and computer program product for viewing a document in the Internet was 
admitted by using a browser for retrieving a document including background image or 
color presented behind the document content as a document component having an 
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attribute, wherein the attribute is explicitly specified in the document (Background, pages 1- 
2). The admission does not have the step of modifying the attribute to enhance display of 
the document. However, in order to customize a view of a document in the Internet, 
Internet Explorer 5 allows a user to define preferences for attributes of a document by 
selecting Tools -» Internet Options -» Accessibility and check the boxes of Formatting 
to ignore colors, font sizes and font styles, then click OK to go back to Internet 
Properties. 



ItEerfwPPropertilP 



mm 



General 



r Home page - 



You can change which page to use for your home page. 
Address: 



Use Current 



Use Default , 



Use Blank 



• Temporary Internet files 

tgN jl Pages you view on the Internet are stored in a special folder 
wMf for quick viewing later. 



Delete Cookies... 



Delete Files... s i Settings 



History - 



The History folder contains links to pages you've visited, for 
quick access to recently viewed pages. 



Days to keep pages in history: 



1 ^ I Qear Hjstojjr 



Colors... 



Fonts... t |JL^gugggg,auJ I Accessibility, .. 
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formatting - 



□ Ignore fbril styles specified on Web pages 

□ Ignore font sizes specified on Web pages 



-User style sheet 

□ Format documents using my style sheet 

Style- sheete 



j Browse. 



f OK 1 [ Cancel 



Then selecting Colors to reset the color of the text also the background of the 
document as below. 



Colors- 



Text: 



Background: iliM 



]yselj^^ 



Links - — 



Vrsitedt 
Unvisited: 



O Use hover color: 

H&ver: P^j 



OK 



Cancel 



As seen, the color of the text and background as the attributes of the document 
could be modified to enhance display of the document. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
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properties of Internet Explorer to modify the color of text and background in order to 
improve the view of a document in the Internet. 



Regarding to claim 2, 4-10, 12-13, 16-21 and 23, the admission and Internet 
Explorer further discloses the steps of displaying the document, the document component 
comprises a background color and changing the background color, the document component 
comprises text and changing a color of the text in the document, determining whether a 
clarification tool is enabled, wherein the step of modifying the attribute is in response to the 
clarification tool being enabled, displaying the document before determining whether the 
clarification tool is enabled, determining whether the clarification tool is activated by a user, 
loading user preferences, modifying the attribute based on the user preferences, creating an 
intermediate modified document and displaying the intermediate modified document. 



Colors - 



Text: 



Background: [MBl] 

CU iP S£ MD^9 ws .cojorsj 



Links ~ 



Visited: 
Unvisited: 



□ Use hover color: 

Hover: [ | 



OK 

^"■•-■-;ilTi^i l im : l r--Ti 



Cancel 



Regarding to claims 3 and 15, the Admission and Internet Explorer further 
discloses the document component comprises a background image and the step of 
modifying the attribute comprises removing the background image from the document. 
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General |[Security.J Privacy If Content If Cknnertionsjf ProgramsT Advanced 



Settings: 



i0 Printing 

O Print background colors and images 
^ Search from the Address bar 
^ When searching 

O Display results, and go to the most likely site 

O Do not search from the Address bar 

O Just display the results in the main window 

0 Just go to the most likely site 
|£j Security 

0 Check for publisher's certificate revocation 

O Check for server certificate revocation (requires restart) 

|~l Check for signatures on downloaded programs 

O Do not save encrypted pages to disk 

□ Empty Temporary Internet Rles folder when browser is closed 

0 Enable Integrated Windows Authentication (requires restart) 

0 Enable Profile Assistant 



111! 



Restore Defaults 



OK 



Cancel 



Apply 



Regarding to claims 1 1 and 22, the Admission and Internet Explorer further 
discloses the step of authenticating a user, wherein the step of modifying the attribute 
comprises modifying the attribute in response to the user being authenticated. 




Application/Control Number: 10/042,030 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2172 









Settings: 






O Disable 








(*) Enable 








O Prompt 








H^l Scripting of Java applets 








O Disable 








© Enable 








O Prompt 








^ User Authentication 








ff? Logon 








O Anonymous logon 








(*) Automatic logon only in Intranet zone 








O Automatic logon with current username and passwi 


1 






O Prompt for user name and password 


Mi 






l£jL_««- . "» . ,il E& 






'-Reset custom settings ■ - ■ * 


Reset to; Medium S] .^&^L J 






I OK _ , Cancel 





5. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over a conventional computer system in view of Internet Explorer, version 5, 
released 1998. 



Regarding to claim 24, a conventional computer system is a document viewing 
system with the monitor as a document viewer. The computer, obviously, when 
combined with Internet Explorer as a controller, coupled to the document viewer, wherein 
the controller retrieves a document from the Internet. In order to customize a view of a 
document, Internet Explorer allows a user to define preferences for attributes of a 
document by selecting Tools Internet Options -> Accessibility and check the boxes of 
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Formatting to ignore colors, font sizes and font styles, then click OK to go back to 
Internet Properties. 



mix 



General 



r- Home page - 



You can change which page to use for your home page 
Address: 



Use Current | [ Use Default J [, Use Blank ,] 



f Temporary Internet files 

j^V| Pages you view on the Internet are stored in a special folder 
fjg^Y for quick viewing later. 



Delete Cookies ... | [ Delete Ries... ,| [ Settings... 



History - 



The History folder contains links to pages youVe visited, for 
quick access to recently viewed pages. 



Days to keep pages in history: 1 [§§ [ Clear History ] 



[| golo/s ] [ Fonts.. . J [, Languages... [ Accessibility... 



I, OK J L Ca " cel ) [ Apply 



^eoesslDfiity^ 



f Formatting — ■ — — — *— *— ~ — 

I I Ignore colors spedfied on Web pages! 
I I Ignore font styles specified on Web pages 
I I Ignore font sizes spedfied on Web pages 



•User style sheet ■ — ~ — - 

I I Format documents using my style sheet 

Style sheet: 



OK 



Browse.,"] 



3 C 



Cancel 
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Then selecting Colors to reset the color of the text also the background of the 
document as below. 



m 



Colors- 



Text: 



Background: ^l— | 
□Usewindo^^ 



-Links- 



Visited: 
Un visited: 



□ Use hover color: 



OK 



Cancel 



As seen, Tools of Internet Explorer as a selectable clarification tool, wherein the 
clarification tool, when selected, causes the browser as the controller to modify attributes of 
the document to form a modified document, wherein display of text in the modified document 
is enhanced relative to the document; and wherein the monitor as the document viewer 
causes the browser as the controller to display the modified document. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to HUNG Q PHAM whose telephone number is 703- 
605-4242. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Examiner Hung Pham 
May 5, 2004 




